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Dear Decatur and Lopez School Families: 

 
The Lopez Island District has decided to close school next week to allow us to assess 
the growing coronavirus situation, do additional planning, and in this current moment of 
uncertainty not have your children in the school setting and in contact with larger 
groups of fellow students and school staff.  As such, there will be no school, 
classes or school events next week.  
 
We had an in-depth discussion of this issue at last night’s special online school board 
meeting.  During the meeting county health officials informed us that there are no 
confirmed coronavirus cases in San Juan County at this time.  They also said, 
though, it is only a matter of time (and likely a short matter of time) before cases are 
confirmed.  
  
As well the response to the epidemic is evolving quite rapidly. This afternoon Governor 
Inslee ordered all public and private schools in King, Pierce, and Snohomish counties 
closed as of this coming Tuesday.   More universities in Washington and Oregon are 
closing.  In the Puget Sound region events with more than 250 people have been 
ordered canceled and San Juan County Health is recommending canceling non-essential 
gatherings of ten people or more. 
  
Given all of this, we have decided to take this precautionary step to protect our 
students, staff, and vulnerable community members while we plan for what will 
come.   During this next week of no school, we will continue to monitor the situation 
and no later than Friday we will make a decision as to if we can reopen and how we do 
that (at school, virtual, or some other option or combination of options).  
 
We fully understand that this is a new development and requires adjustment of plans 
and a scramble for many families.  We are working with the Lopez Family Resource  
Center to provide support.  As well with the newly formed PTSA.  We are working to 
have our food service remain open to provide food for students who may require 
that.  We’ll update families next week in regards of family supports.  You can also look 
at our school web site under the “District Info” tab, Coronavirus information page. 
   
These decisions are not easy ones to make.  None of us have ever lived through 
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something quite like this.  Do know that we have given this deep consideration, 
consulted widely, and believe this is the most prudent action to take. We will keep you 
informed of our next steps as they develop. We appreciate your understanding and 
support for one another as we all work as a community to meet these challenges. 
  
Sincerely, 

Brian Auckland, Superintendent 
John Helding, School Board Chair 
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